
Proposal 

The North Park Branch Library, part of the San Diego Public Library system, is a community hub 
servicing the North Park, South Park, Altadena, and Burlingame neighborhoods.  For a relatively 
small poorer branch library we service a significant number of patrons from these areas and 
throughout San Diego County: over 140,000 folks walked through our door last year. That’s an 
average of over 450 people a day! While our patrons come here to access a variety of our free 
programs and services, a large number of them come to the library to read and/or study, 
socialize with friends, meet with colleagues, or just sit and enjoy the comfortable environment. 
They often find comfort relaxing in one of our twelve large reading chairs.  Currently the chairs 
that we have are over 10 years old and they show it. They are completely covered in fabric that 
shows every sign of use. Their unsanitary appearance is a deterrent to patrons looking for that 
comfort zone one normally finds in a library. The library’s staff is embarrassed and frustrated by 
the negative responses given by our patrons regarding the library’s unsightly amenities.  

The North Park Branch Library would like to take this opportunity to request from the Politifest 
Idea Tournament the aid in improving and enhancing the library experience for all residents and 
visitors in the community. The assistance we are requesting would be to replace all twelve large 
reading chairs with a new non-cloth (easy to clean) variety. This is part of the library’s larger 
mission to eventually change out all of its old fabric furniture. Our goal is to create a sense of 
community by providing a welcoming, inviting, secure, and clean environment for our patrons, 
one that symbolizes our investment in North Park as a dynamic and engaged neighborhood.  

Timeline 

The timeline for this particular phase of our mission would be short. Once funds are secured the 
library would do an instant purchase of chairs.  

Budget 

12 chairs at $375 ea. = $4 500.00 
  + tax   = $385.20 
    Total $4,882.50 
 

Thank you for your consideration! 

Matthew Nye, Branch Manager  
North Park Branch Library 
3791 31st St.  
San Diego, CA 92014 619.533.3973 
mwnye@sandiego.gov  
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