
 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   Interested Parties 
FROM:  John Nienstedt, Competitive Edge 
RE:  Initial Results of Benchmark Survey 
DATE:  Wednesday, October 02, 2013 
 
This analysis is based on the topline results from the poll of 504 likely special election voters in the city of San 
Diego which we fielded September 26 through 29.  Interviews were conducted by professional interviewers with 
both landline and cell phone-only households.  The margin of sampling error is +/- 4.4%. 
 

We use our sample’s initial voter turnout model, responses to questions regarding the likelihood of 
voting in the upcoming special election and attentiveness to issues at City Hall to screen out likely non-
voters. Based on those results, we anticipate that 35% to 40% of the City’s registrants will actually vote 
in the November 19th election -- substantially lower than earlier estimates -- and these topline findings 
reflect that.  
 
It is clear that Kevin Faulconer is no longer flying under the electorate’s radar. Nearly half the voters 
have a favorable opinion of him, with 15% holding very favorable impressions of Faulconer. On the other 
hand, few (15%) hold unfavorable impressions of the Councilman. From a standpoint of his basic image, 
Faulconer’s two weaknesses are that his favorables are much more soft than firm, and that more than 
one-third of the electorate does not yet have a real impression of him. This theoretically gives Faulconer 
a high ceiling.  
 

 
 
Unlike Faulconer, David Alvarez remains largely unknown to San Diego voters. More than half do not 
have an opinion of him, with 22% saying they have never heard of the councilmember. Among those 
who have heard of Alvarez, his image is fairly healthy, although there is not a lot of intensity on either 
side.  
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Former State Assemblyman Nathan Fletcher is the most well-known candidate, as nearly three-quarters 
of the electorate has an opinion of him. Fletcher’s image is also fairly positive, but he has acquired some 
substantial negatives over time. Now about one-quarter see him in a negative light, as opposed to 48% 
who view him favorably.  
 
Mayor Jerry Sanders owns a sterling image which no doubt partly results from favorable comparisons to 
his successor Bob Filner. Nearly all voters have heard of former Mayor Sanders, but the better news is 
that 35% hold very favorable impressions of him. With another 33% having somewhat favorable 
impressions of Sanders, he is far better liked now than when he held office.  Sanders is truly a rock star 
in San Diego politics.   
 
 The initial ballot test shows an extremely tight 
race at the top between Councilman and Audit 
Committee Chairman Faulconer and educator 
and businessman Fletcher. San Diego City 
Councilmember Alvarez is in third place with 
only 13% of the vote, and he has Michael 
Aguirre nipping at his heels. Bruce Coons, 
executive director of a non-profit organization, 
is a non-factor, but other candidates account 
for a surprisingly large 8% of the vote. That 
leaves 20% of the electorate undecided at this 
early juncture.   
 
Respondents then heard biographical sketches 
of the three main candidates in random order.  
Six pro-Faulconer, two pro-Fletcher and two 
pro-Alvarez messages were then delivered in 
random order and three anti-Faulconer, three 
anti-Fletcher and two anti-Alvarez arguments 
were also tested.  After the messages, 
respondents were asked about endorsers:  
three for Faulconer, two for Fletcher and two 
for Alvarez, again in random order.  Finally, 
respondents were again asked a ballot question.  
This shows Faulconer zooming to a commanding 
lead with 34% of the vote, Fletcher plummeting 
to only 20% and Alvarez in second place.  The 
message mix clearly works in favor of Faulconer and Alvarez and against Fletcher.  Only 12% remain 
undecided at this point and another 12% go to Aguirre and the lesser candidates.   
 
Other Findings:   

 80% of the voters in our sample say they will certainly vote in the upcoming special election to 
replace Filner 



 

 

 Liberals make up half the electorate, out-numbering conservatives by 6% 

 Democrats have a 4% advantage over Republicans in this lower turnout scenario 

 Ages run the gamut, but the lion's share of the electorate is in their late 40s to early 70s 

 Incomes also range widely 

 Voters in this election will tend to have longer ties to their communities than we see in high 
turnout scenarios 


