
Dear Chief Counsel Ellen Peter,  
 
We write to bring to your attention the lack of transparency provided by the San Diego 
Association of Governments (SANDAG) regarding funding mechanisms in the 2021 Regional 
Transportation Plan (2021 RTP) currently under consideration by CARB. Specifically, the 2021 RTP 
includes a Road Usage Charge (RUC) that assumes $14.2 billion in new revenue and a sales tax 
measure that would provide an additional $21.6 billion, both of which are no longer viable 
funding sources for the plan. 
 
We are fundamentally opposed to charging San Diegans a per-mile tax to drive their vehicles, and 
we believe the 2021 Plan and the included funding mechanisms are not based in reality. This plan 
was flawed from the start, not consensus based and does not meet the needs of the whole San 
Diego region, especially in the outlying communities of our County. 
 
SANDAG’s 2021 plan, with the RUC intact, is currently before you for review and approval. The 
RUC is not only a significant, anticipated funding source for the 2021 plan; it is also a vital 
mechanism by which it proposes to meet the SB 375 greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction target of 
19% by 2035. Without the RUC, SANDAG staff disclosed at the July 8, 2022 Board of Directors 
hearing that the modeling shows an increase in vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and a decrease in 
per capita GHG reductions to below the SB 375 target. 
 
When the SANDAG Board of Directors (Board) approved the 2021 plan last December, the Board 
directed staff to immediately begin evaluating alternatives to the RUC and return within six 
months with options on how to remove it. On July 8, 2022, SANDAG staff returned to the Board 
and indicated that they will present alternatives to the RUC sometime next year. Board direction 
given to staff at this hearing was, again, to “develop an update to the regional plan to remove 
the regional road usage charge…”  
 
We urge CARB to provide strong direction for SANDAG to pursue an inclusive and collaborative 
process based on the needs and realities of the entire region, including a more realistic approach 
to funding. Extracting billions of more dollars on the backs of already overextended feepayers 
and taxpayers of the San Diego region is not an option that works for all of us. We do not support 
any plan that includes a Road User Charge. Likewise, the Mayor of the City of San Diego, serving 
as First Vice Chair of the SANDAG Board has publicly spoken out against it. Whether the current 
plan is approved or denied by CARB, SANDAG staff should be sent back to the drawing board and 
with firm direction to collect and consider a plan that works for all San Diegans. 
 
 
 
 
 



Thank you very much for your time and consideration.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 

Richard Bailey, Mayor, City of Coronado  

 

 

Bill Wells, Mayor, City of El Cajon 

 

 

Jim Desmond, Supervisor, County of San Diego 

 

 

Matt Hall, Mayor, City of Carlsbad 

 

 

Rebecca Jones, Mayor, City of San Marcos 

 

 

Judy Ritter, Mayor, City of Vista 

 

 

Christopher Rodriguez, Councilmember, City of Oceanside 


