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Summary and timeline of events leading to the CDE finding that CVUSD failed to comply with the
requirement that “instruction and materials shall teach about gender, gender expression, and gender
identity” (EC 51933 (d)(6)).

Prepared by request to detail the role of the participating school board member in the shared decision
making process. 

Summary

The revision of curriculum content pertaining to gender identity and expression was significantly
influenced by Board Member Carnivale's input. On December 8th, he raised concerns about the
widely-used "Genderbread Person" model and similar materials, suggesting they might not align with
educational objectives and could potentially reinforce negative gender stereotypes. Board Member
Carnivale, along with several parents, expressed reservations about the curriculum's approach to
teaching gender identity, expression, and sexual diversity, suggesting it might overemphasize gender
issues and mischaracterize typical behaviors.

Further discussions occurred via email between February 5th and 13th. During these exchanges,
Board Member Carnivale questioned the inclusion of specific student exercises addressing gender
identity and expression. He posited that these exercises could potentially mislead students, lacked
medical accuracy, and might detract from the broader goals of non-discrimination and non-harassment
education.

Consequently, the curriculum was modified to exclude content and student exercises related to gender
identity and expression. As a result, the revised curriculum retained only limited definitions of gender,
gender identity, and gender expression.

Timeline

December 8, 2023 

Revision of Gender Identity Content in Sexual Health Curriculum
Event: At the December 8th meeting of the Sexual Health Committee Session, Board Member 
Anthony Carnivale and several parents voiced opposition to inclusion of the "Genderbread 
Person" model, a widely-used educational tool for explaining gender concepts, in the 
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curriculum.  Their perception seemed to be that the model promotes gender identity in a 
manner they deemed inappropriate.
Outcome: Removal of the “Genderbread Person” model and related content, resulting in:

Reduced inclusion of definitions and affirmative language acknowledging sexual diversity 
as normal and healthy.
Decreased educational content on gender, gender expression, and gender identity.

January 31, 2024
Event: Final meeting of the Sexual Health Committee, facilitated by Educators Cooperative, a 
consulting group 
Participants: Diverse representation from the CVUSD community, including teachers, 
parents, and board members.
Outcome: Curriculum finalization based on six months of committee participation and 
guidance.

February 4, 2024
Event: Distribution of final curriculum revisions to the Sexual Health Committee via email for 
review and comment.
Feedback: Board Member Carnivale was the sole committee member to provide feedback.
Initial Concern: Carnivale noted apparent additions to the "Decision-Making, Choices, and 
Body Image" lesson and requested clarification.

February 5, 2024 

Addressing Concerns About Gender Expression Content

Event: Educators Cooperative's response to Board Member Carnivale.
Key Points:

Confirmed that student document Board Member Carnivale referenced remained 
unedited since the last committee review.
Explained ongoing slide edits, with student worksheets to follow.
Requested that Board Member Carnivale highlight specific areas of concern in the 
slides provided.

February 13, 2024

Event: Detailed follow-up (via email) from Board Member Carnivale.
Specific Concerns:

Questioned worksheet statements such as "Levi was born as a boy, but doesn't 
feel male or female" and "Alexis doesn't like to wear dresses and prefers cargo 
pants and a hoodie for school."
Inquired about what would be considered correct answers to the worksheet 
questions and submission process for these worksheets.
Expressed concerns about potentially pathologizing typical behaviors or overly 
focusing on gender issues.



Questioned the educational value and alignment with non-discrimination and non-
harassment goals.
Suggested that the focus on gender identity might be inappropriate or medically 
inaccurate for students’ developmental age.

Outcome:
Content and student exercises relating to gender expression were removed from the 
curriculum.
The California Department of Education later determined that the revised lesson was not 
in compliance with the Child and Healthy Youth Act (CHYA).

Kirk Melkonian
CFO / Senior Consultant
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